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This document has been developed to assist On-Scene
Coordinators (OSCs) and facility personnel in determining the
appropriate procedures for use of countermeasures during an oil
spill, as outlined in the National Contingency Plan (40 CFR Part
300, Subpart J).

The document was developed by the Region 6 RRT Response
Committee, reviewed by RRT members, and approved by the RRT
Executive Committee.
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Decision Flow Chart For Using Chemical Countermeasures

Qil
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evaluated by the Federal

OSsC

Is there a threat
to human life?

I P I_. Federal OSC is notified by first
responders

Technical and scientific
input provided by the  }f---------
SSC/RRT

FOSC determines need for
chemical counter-measure use

Does the spil
present a
substantial threat
or hazard to
human life?

Yes

FEDERAL RESPONSE

Is the agent
listed on the
NCP Product
Schedule?

Is there a pre-
authorization
lan in place?

Mechanical response
techniques used

Obtain concurrence from the
incident specific EPA Consult with DOC and
representative to the RRT and the f---------- DOl Natural Resource
RRT state representatives with Trustees
jurisdiction

Concurrance
obtained?

Mechanical response
techniques used

/ Initiate use of
chemical

\ countermeasure

Who Decides Which Countermeasures Can Be Used In A Spill?
http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/144%20--%20Who%20Decides%20Products%20Used%20During%200il%20Spill.pdf

Countermeasures Available To The On-Scene Coordinator

Dispersants *

Surface Washing Agents *
Surface Collecting Agents
Bioremediation Agents
Burning Agents

Misc. Oil Spill Control Agents
7. Mixed Products

8. Sorbents

o0 AWNE

*RRT6 has developed pre-authorization or expedited approval processes for these countermeasures.
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http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/144%20--%20Who%20Decides%20Products%20Used%20During%20Oil%20Spill.pdf

. FOSC determines need for Technical and scientific
Incident ; X X
chemical countermeasures. [SRE N —— input provided by

Occurs SSC/RRT

Yes

Will countermeasure use prevent
or substantially reduce a threat to
human life?

Continue with N s th listed he NCP
mechanical response 0 s the agent listed on the

techniques and Product Schedule?
revaluate

Is there a pre-authorized
or expedited approval plan
in place?

A

Yes (See Plans)

Institute use of chemical
countermeasure
IAW plan or guidance. *

Consult with DOI and ]
DOC Natural Resource _—— Ot:jtatt;:\ COtn;:urrenC(te f:ﬂm QETEEtAh
Trustees and the state reps to the wi
jurisdiction.
No Yes

Concurrence obtained?
* In the event the FOSC institutes use N

countermeasure without prior consultation of the RRT
and Natural Resource Trustees, the FOSC shall
conduct the consultation as soon as possible.

* In the event the FOSC institutes use of this countermeasure without prior consultation of the RRT and Natural
Resource Trustees, the FOSC shall conduct the consultation as soon as possible.

1. Dispersants
A. Pre-Authorization To Apply Dispersant : Aerial And Boat Application

Region 6 Dispersant Policy & Pre-Authorization:
http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/Appendix%2011%20--%200ffshore%20Dispersant%20Pre-Authorization%20Plan%20--

%202001.pdf

B. Expedited Approval Process To Apply Dispersants Near-Shore:

Region 6 Expedited Near-Shore Dispersant Guidelines
http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/Appendix%2012%20--%20Near%20Shore%20Dispersant%20Approval%20Process%20-

-%202005.pdf

C. Atypical Dispersant Operations (Prolonged And Sub-Sea Dispersant Use):

NRT Atypical Dispersant Guidance
http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/Appendix%2034%20--%20NRT%20Atypical%20Dispersant%20Guidance Final 5-30-

2013.pdf
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FOSC determines need for
chemical countermeasures.

Incident

Occurs

Will countermeasure use
prevent or substantially
reduce a threat to human
life?

Continue with

mechanical No Is the Surface Washing
response < Agent (SWA) listed on the
techniques and NCP Product Schedule?

revaluate

Is the area for use listed in
the respective ACP and

RRT6 pre-authorization
granted?

Consult with DOI
and DOC Natural
Resource
Trustees

Obtain concurrence from the
EPA and the state reps to the
RRT with jurisdiction.

No

Concurrence obtained?

Technical and
scientific input
provided by
SSC/RRT

Yes

countermeasure

2. Surface Washing Agents

Region 6 Pre-Authorization For Surface Washing Agents

http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/Appendix%2023%20--%20Surface%20Washing%20Procedures%20--%202003.pdf
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http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/Appendix%2023%20--%20Surface%20Washing%20Procedures%20--%202003.pdf

FOSC determines need for Technical and

Incident chemical countermeasures. | _ _ _ — scientific input
Occurs provided by
SSC/RRT

. Yes
Will countermeasure use
prevent or substantially
reduce a threat to human
life?
Continue with .
mechanical J No Is the Surface Collecting
; D Agent (Solidifiers) on the NCP
response techniques 9 P(roduct Scr:edule’J
and revaluate ’
y Y Yes
\ 4
There are currently no plans
pre-authorized for use of Institute use of chemical
Surface Collecting Agents countermeasure
(Solidifiers). IAW plan or guidance.

A 4

Consult with DOI )
and DOC Natural Obtain concurrence from the

EPA and the state reps to the
RRT with jurisdiction.

Resource Trustees

No Yes

Concurrence obtained?

3. Surface Collecting Agents (Solidifiers)
Use of Solidifiers in Oil Spill Responses

http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/FS%20--%20153%20--
%20Application%200f%20Sorbents%20and%20Solidifiers%20For%200il%20Spills.pdf
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FOSC determines need for Technical and

Incident chemical countermeasures. | = _ _ _ scientific input
Occurs provided by
SSC/RRT

. Yes
Will countermeasure use

prevent or substantially
reduce a threat to huma

Continue with
mechanical No Is the Bioremediation Agent
response h on the NCP Product
techniques and Schedule?
revaluate
2 Yes

\ 4

There are currently no plans
pre-authorized for use of
Bioremediation Agents.

Institute use of chemical

countermeasure
IAW plan or guidance.

\ 4

Consult with DOI
and DOC Natural _——
Resource
Trustees

Obtain concurrence from the
EPA and the state reps to the
RRT with jurisdiction.

No Yes

Concurrence obtained?

4. Bioremediation Agents
A. Bioremediation In Oil Response:

http://www.nrt.org/production/NRT/NRTWeb.nsf/AllAttachmentsByTitle/A-
78bioremedFS/$File/bioremed FS.pdf?OpenElement

B. Guidelines For The Bioremediation Of Marine Shorelines And Freshwater Wetlands:

http://www.nrt.org/production/NRT/NRTWeb.nsf/AllAttachmentsByTitle/A-
62EPA marine bioremediation/$File/EPA marine bioremediation.pdf?OpenElement
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FOSC determines need for Technical and

Incident chemical countermeasures. | o — — — scientific input
Occurs provided by

SSC/RRT

) Yes
Will countermeasure use

prevent or substantially
reduce a threat to huma

Continue with
mechanical response
techniques and
revaluate

There are currently no plans
7y pre-authorized for use of
Burning Agents.*

Institute use of chemical

countermeasure
IAW plan or guidance.

A 4

Consult with DOI _
and DOC Natural — — | Obtain concurrence from the

EPA and the state reps to the
RRT with jurisdiction.

Resource Trustees

No Yes

Concurrence obtained?

* While use of Burning Agents require specific approval
from RRT6, pre-authorization of the in-situ burn
technigue has been granted per the In-Situ Burn Plan
(see link below).

5. Burning Agents
In-Situ Burn Policy & Pre-Authorization

http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/Appendix%2013%20--%20In-Situ%20Pre-Authorization%20Plan%20--%201994.pdf
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FOSC determines need for Technical and

Incident chemical countermeasures. | o — — — scientific input
Occurs provided by
SSC/RRT

. Yes
Will countermeasure use

prevent or substantially
reduce a threat to human
life?

No

Continue with
mechanical response
techniques and
revaluate

\ 4

There are currently no plans

y Y pre-authorized for use of

Miscellaneous Oil Spill Control
Agents.

Institute use of chemical

countermeasure
IAW plan or guidance.

\ 4

Consult with DOI
and DOC Natural ——
Resource Trustees

Obtain concurrence from the
EPA and the state reps to the
RRT with jurisdiction.

No Yes

Concurrence obtained?

6. Miscellaneous Oil Spill Control Agents
Selection Guide For Oil Spill Applied Technologies, Vol. 1: Decision Making

http://www.nrt.org/production/NRT/NRTWeb.nsf/AllAttachmentsByTitle/A-
61NOAASelectionGuide/$File/NOAA Selection Guide.pdf?OpenElement

R6 Countermeasures Playbook --
December 10, 2014



http://www.nrt.org/production/NRT/NRTWeb.nsf/AllAttachmentsByTitle/A-61NOAASelectionGuide/$File/NOAA_Selection_Guide.pdf?OpenElement

FOSC determines need for Technical and

Incident chemical countermeasures. - o = =

Occurs

scientific input
provided by SSC/RRT

Yes

Will countermeasure use
prevent or substantially reduce
a threat to human life2

Continue with
mechanical response
techniques and
revaluate

There are currently no plans pre-
A authorized for use of Mixed
Products.
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countermeasure
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\ 4
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DOC Natural - Ot:jte:;]n ccintcurrenc? f:ﬁmégeTEF?t?]
Resource Trustees an es a_e r_ep_s .0 € wi
jurisdiction.
No Yes
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Manufacturers of products that consist of materials that meet the definitions of two or more of the product categories
contained on the NCP Product Schedule shall submit to EPA the technical product data specified in this section for each of
those product categories.

7. Mixed Products

After review of the submitted technical product data, and the performance of required dispersant effectiveness and toxicity

tests, if appropriate, EPA will make a determination on whether and under which category the mixed product should be
listed on the Schedule.

Acronyms

ACP Area Contingency Plan NOAA National Oceanographic and

DOC Department of Commerce Atmospheric Administration

DOI Department of the Interior NRT National Response Team

EPA Environmental Protection Agency RCP Regional Contingency Plan

FOSC Federal On-Scene Coordinator RRT Regional Response Team

IAW In accordance with SSC Scientific Support Coordinator (NOAA)
NCP National Contingency Plan USCG United States Coast Guard
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_ FOSC determines need for
Incident countermeasure.

Occurs

Institute use of sorbent
countermeasure
IAW response plan.

8. Sorbents/Solidifiers

The EPA does not require technical product data submissions for sorbents and does not include sorbents on the NCP Product
Schedule. Solidifiers are classified as chemical agents, as defined in 40 CFR 300.5, and must be on the schedule (see slide
#3 Surface Collecting Agents). A sorbent countermeasure may generally be used without any prior OSC approval. Sorbents
generally consist of the following materials:

» Organic products such as peat moss, straw, cellulose fibers, cork, corn cobs, chicken, duck, or other bird feathers; mineral
compounds such as volcanic ash, perlite, vermiculite, zeolite or synthetic products such as polypropylene, polyethylene,
polyurethane or polyester.

In rare instances, OSCs may request a written certification from manufacturers of sorbent materials that their product is made
solely of the materials listed above prior to allowing their use.

For additional guidance on Sorbent use, refer to the following link:
Use of Sorbents in Oil Spill Responses

http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/FS%20--%20153%20--
%20Application%200f%20Sorbents%20and%20Solidifiers%20For%200il%20Spills.pdf



http://rrt6.org/Uploads/Files/FS%20--%20153%20--%20Application%20of%20Sorbents%20and%20Solidifiers%20For%20Oil%20Spills.pdf

	Regional Response Team 6��National Contingency Plan�40 CFR 300 - Subpart J��Oil Spill Countermeasures Playbook��March 6, 2015
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

