Lesson

Plan

» "The Hate They Bear Us™

Humanities Texas

This lesson was made possible

through a generous grant from
Humanities Texas TEKS:

7.1C,7.3B,7.3C, 7.21B, 7.21B,
7.21D, 7.21F, 7.22A,7.22B

American Settlers in Mexican Texas

Objective

ASSESSMENT:

Based on your analysis of this
letter, write a summary

Building a silent conversation.

Procedure:

Step 1:

Place students in groups of 4 and provide markers.

Step 2: Explain the assignment.

Show students the letter written by a Mexican Army
officer in 1830 giving his opinion about American
settlers in Texas. Tell students they are going to analyze
this letter in sections by rotating groups every four
minutes so they can read and analyze all 7 sections of

the letter.

Step 3: Model.

Ask students to read their section silently. After reading
the section, each group “conversation” will be written on
the big paper. This silent conversation may include
statements as well as questions. Students can draw lines
connecting a comment to a particular question, theme,
etc. If someone writes a question another group
member may comment. Group members may write on
the paper at the same time.

Step 4:

Still working in silence, students quietly leave their
group, rotate to the next group and read that group’s
section of the letter, making additional comments or asking
questions with their markers. This is repeated until all
groups have been visited.

paragraph predicting what
actions you think the Mexican
government will take regarding
the American settlers.

Step 5:

Students return to their section. At this point the silence
is broken. Groups can now have a verbal conversation
about their own comments as well as the comments
written by the other 6 groups.

Step 6: Class discussion.

« In groups, answer these questions:

1. Having read and discussed the comments and questions
from your classmates at your station, what did your group
learn about the situation in Texas from Colonel Piedras’
point of view?

2. What specific information does Piedras provide to General
Mier y Teran that would worry the Mexican government?

o After discussion, ask each group to answer the Assessment
and predict how they think the Mexican government will
respond regarding the American settlers. Have each group
share their predictions with the class.

o Show the class the Mexican government’s response, the
Law of April 6th, 1830. Summarize for them the specific
actions the Mexican government plans to take to resolve the
American immigration problem.

Extension:
Have each group create their own Law of April 6th, 1830.

How would your group confront this problem and what
specific actions would you take to resolve the issue of American
emigration to Mexican Texas?

* Source: https://www.facinghistory.org
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