
"The Hate They Bear Us":
American Settlers in Mexican Texas 



Building a silent conversation.

Procedure:

Step 1:
Place students in groups of 4 and provide markers.

Step 2: Explain the assignment.
Show students the letter written by a Mexican Army 
officer in 1830 giving his opinion about American 
settlers in Texas. Tell students they are going to analyze 
this letter in sections by rotating groups every four 
minutes so they can read and analyze all 7 sections of 
the letter. 

Step 3: Model.
Ask students to read their section silently. After reading 
the section, each group “conversation” will be written on 
the big paper. This silent conversation may include 
statements as well as questions. Students can draw lines 
connecting a comment to a particular question, theme, 
etc. If someone writes a question another group 
member may comment. Group members may write on 
the paper at the same time.

Step 4:
Still working in silence, students quietly leave their 
group, rotate to the next group and read that group’s 
section of the letter, making additional comments or asking 
questions with their markers. This is repeated until all 
groups have been visited.

Step 5:
Students return to their section. At this point the silence 
is broken. Groups can now have a verbal conversation 
about their own comments as well as the comments 
written by the other 6 groups.

Step 6: Class discussion.

• In groups,  answer these questions:

Having read and discussed the comments and questions 
from your classmates at your station, what did your group 
learn about the situation in Texas from Colonel Piedras’ 
point of view?  

What specific information does Piedras provide to General 
Mier y Teran that would worry the Mexican government?

• After discussion, ask each group to answer the Assessment 
and predict how they think the Mexican government will
respond regarding the American settlers. Have each group
share their predictions with the class.

• Show the class the Mexican government’s response, the
Law of April 6th, 1830. Summarize for them the specific
actions the Mexican government plans to take to resolve the
American immigration problem.

Extension:
Have each group create their own Law of April 6th, 1830. 

How would your group confront this problem and what 
specific actions would you take to resolve the issue of American 
emigration to Mexican Texas?

1.

2.

Source: https://www.facinghistory.org
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ASSESSMENT:

Based on your analysis of this 
letter, write a summary 
paragraph predicting what 
actions you think the Mexican 
government will take regarding 
the American settlers.



Th
is 

le
tte

r 
w

as
 

w
rit

te
n 

by
 

M
ex

ic
an

 
C

om
m

an
de

r 
Jo
sé

 
de

 
la

 
Pi

ed
ra

s 
to

 
C

ol
. 

M
ie

r 
y 

Te
ra

n 
on

 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 

1,
 

18
30

, 
fr

om
 

th
e 

M
ex

ic
an

 
ar

m
y 

ga
rr

iso
n 

at
 

N
ac

og
do

ch
es

.

Pi
ed

ra
s 

is 
ex

pr
es

sin
g 

hi
s 

op
in

io
ns

 t
o 

M
ie

r 
y 

Te
ra

n 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

pr
es

en
ce

 
of

 
A

m
er

ic
an

 
se

ttl
er

s i
n 
Ea

st
 T

ex
as

.



“I
n 

re
ga

rd
 to

 th
e 

in
te

gr
ity

 o
f t

he
 fr

on
tie

r o
n 

ac
co

un
t o

f 
th

e 
gr

ea
t i

m
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

of
 fo

re
ig

ne
rs

, I
 n

ow
 re

pe
at

, t
ha

t i
n 

th
es

e 
la

st
 fe

w
 d

ay
s I

 h
av

e 
no

te
d 

m
or

e 
th

an
 tw

o 
hu

nd
re

d 
ar

m
ed

 p
er

so
ns

 w
ho

 h
av

e 
en

te
re

d 
th

e 
C

ou
nt

ry
 d

es
tin

ed
 fo

r 
th

e 
Br

az
os

 a
nd

 T
ri

ni
ty

 ri
ve

rs
.”



“Th
e 

St
at

es
 o

f t
he

 N
or

th
 co

ve
r t

hi
s f

ro
nt

ie
r w

ith
 tr

oo
ps

 
br

ou
gh

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
in

te
ri

or
 w

hi
ch

 in
di

ca
te

 h
os

til
ity

 to
 th

is
 

C
ou

nt
ry

. Th
e 

in
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

of
 A

m
er

ic
an

s i
s n

ot
 a

lo
ne

 in
 

th
is

 p
la

ce
.”



“Th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f t
he

m
 [A

m
er

ic
an

s]
 is

 en
or

m
ou

s a
nd

 n
ot

 
al

l o
f t

ho
se

 co
m

in
g 

[in
] a

re
 en

ga
ge

d 
fo

r t
he

 C
ol

on
ie

s. 
I s

ay
 

th
is

 to
 y

ou
r E

xc
el

le
nc

y 
in

 o
rd

er
 th

at
 y

ou
 m

ay
 ta

ke
 su

ch
 

m
ea

su
re

as
 y

ou
 d

ee
m

 [n
ec

es
sa

ry
].”



“Th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

ot
he

r c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
on

 th
is

 fr
on

tie
r b

ut
 th

e 
vi

ew
s o

f P
re

si
de

nt
 Ja

ck
so

n 
to

 ta
ke

 p
os

se
ss

io
n 

of
 T

ex
as

. 
Th

e 
ha

te
 th

ey
 b

ea
r u

s i
s s

o 
pu

bl
ic

 in
 th

is
 to

w
n.

 It
 h

as
 

al
re

ad
y 

ca
us

ed
 d

iffi
cu

lty
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

tr
oo

ps
 a

nd
th

e 
re

si
de

nt
s.”



“Th
er

e 
is

 n
ot

 a
n 

A
m

er
ic

an
 w

ho
 is

 n
ot

 in
cl

in
ed

 to
 th

e 
se

pa
ra

tio
n 

of
 T

ex
as

. N
on

e 
ar

e 
fr

ie
nd

s t
o 

ou
r g

ov
er

nm
en

t 
al

th
ou

gh
 m

an
y 

ap
pe

ar
 to

 b
e 

so
.”



“ 
I d

o 
no

t c
ou

nt
 o

n 
an

y 
he

lp
 n

or
 co

ul
d 

I p
os

si
bl

y 
m

ak
e 

a 
re

tr
ea

t. 
Yo

ur
 E

xc
el

le
nc

y 
kn

ow
s t

hi
s C

ou
nt

ry
, k

no
w

s t
he

 
di

st
an

ce
s a

nd
 k

no
w

s h
ow

 fe
w

 p
eo

pl
e 

liv
e 

he
re

 a
nd

 sh
ou

ld
 

kn
ow

 th
at

 th
is

 fo
rc

e 
is

 ex
po

se
d.

”



“I
 se

e 
a 

co
nfl

ic
t a

nd
 I 

su
sp

ec
t v

er
y 

m
uc

h 
th

e 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t 
of

 th
e 

N
or

th
 w

ill
 p

ro
te

ct
 a

 re
vo

lu
tio

n 
by

 th
e 

C
ol

on
is

ts
 o

f 
th

is
 co

un
tr

y.”




